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four centuries, when all relation between the house of Priam
and the surrounding population must have been obliterated,
would cause such petty anecdotes to lose their entire interest;
and, in that case, they would never have reached Homer.
Here, therefore, is a collateral indication that Homer lived
probably within two centuries of Troy. On the other hand,
if the "Iliad" had ever become so obsolete in its diction
that popular feeling called for a diaskeud, or thorough recast,
in that case I argue that all such trivial circumstances
(interesting only to those who happened to know them for
facts) would have dropped out of the composition.

6. That argument is of a nature to yield me an extensive
field, if I had space to pursue its cultivation. The following
argument is negative, but far from unimportant. It lies in
the absence of all anachronisms, which would most certainly
have arisen in any modern remodelling, and which do in fact
disfigure all the Greek forgeries of letters, &c., in Alexandrian
ages. How inevitable, amongst a people so thoroughly un-
critical as the Greeks, would have been the introduction of
anachronisms by wholesale, had a more modern hand been
allowed to tamper with the texture of the poem ! But, on
the contrary, all inventions, rights, usages, known to have
been of later origin than the Homeric ages are absent from
the " Iliad." For instance, in any recast subsequent to the
era of 700 B.C., how natural it would have been (as has been
more than once remarked) to introduce the trumpet! Yet
this is absent from the "Iliad." Cavalry, again, how
excellent a resource for varying and inspiriting the battles ;
yet Homer introduces horses only as attached to the chariots,
and the chariots as used only by a few leading heroes, whose
heavy mail made it impossible for them to go on foot, as the
mass of the army did. Why, then, did Homer himself forbear
to introduce cavalry ? Was he blind to the variety he would
have gained for his descriptive scenes ? No ; but simply
upon the principle (so absolute for him} of adhering to the
facts. But what caused the fact ? Why was there no
cavalry ? Evidently from the enormous difficulty of carrying
any number of horses by sea, under the universal non-adapta-
tion to such a purpose of the Greek shipping. To form a
cavalry, a man must begin by horse-stealing. The "horse